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the description of a new subspecies 
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The author published “‘A list of Bornean butterflies, chiefly taken in Sarawak’? (TYO TO GA, 19 
(3-4), 1968), in which he recorded Precis hedonia from Northwestern Borneo as belonging to the 
subspecies ida CRAMER. But, afterwards, he studied more materials of the species collected from 
the various areas of Southeast Asia including Singapore, Java, Luzon, Mindanao, Palawan and Palau, 
and consequently, he has regarded the Precis hedonia from Northwestern Borneo as a distinct new 
subspecies which differs from ida in the following respects. 

In writing this paper, the author wishes to express his sincere thanks to Mr. Kazuhiko Morishita, 


Mr. Yutaka Arita, Mr. Yoshiaki Nishikawa, Mr. Yasuzô Honda and Mr. Syôichi Iwanaga who lent 
him their valuable specimens. 


Precis hedonia dayak, ssp. nov. 


3S. 1) Considerably larger in size, with the length of forewing 27-32 mm, against 24-30 mm in 
ida. 

2) Upperside discal band distinct, inwardly not diffused, and more regularly running as a 
whole; distal half area outside the band not so pale as in ida, almost as dark as the basal 
half ; submarginal area conspicuously darker especially on hindwing, and apical area of 
forewing strongly blackened. Forewing with two broad bars in cell and at cell end, which 
are clearly edging with black line. 

3) Underside ground colour darker brown with a purple gloss, transverse bands very dark 
purplish brown, interspaces between the bands suffused with purple scales which are 


markedly whitened costally and apically on both wings; discal band on hindwing without 
a reddish tinge tornally. 


Distribution : Northwestern Borneo 

Holotype: 3, Kampong Segu, Sarawak, Borneo, 17. x. 1964, H. Hayasut leg. 

Paratypes: 13, Kampong Segu, Sarawak, 11. x. 1964, H. HAYASHI leg.; 12, Kampong Segu, 
Sarawak, 18. x. 1964, H. HAYASHI leg.; 183, Kampong Piching, Sarawak, 26. x. 1964, H. HAYASHI 
leg.; 233, Kampong Segu, Sarawak, 12. viii. 1968, K. MORISHITA leg.; 14, Inobang, Sabah, 
5. viii. 1968, K. MorISHITA leg.; 13, Kuala Bok, Sarawak, 28. ii. 1969, T. Kunou et Y. ARITA 
leg.; 1 &, Kuala Bok, Sarawak, 4. iii. 1969, T. Kunou et Y. ARITA leg. 

The holotype is now preserved in the author’s collection. 
In conclusion, it is the most remarkable character of this new subspecies that the interspaces 
between each band on underside both wings are strongly suffused with purple scales. 


This new subspecies is not uncommon in Northwestern Borneo and often flies with its akin species 
Precis iphita in Sabah and Sarawak. 


Explation of plates 1-3 
Figs. 1-2. Precis hedonia dayak, ssp. nov., holotype &. 
Figs. 3-16. Ditto, paratypes 3. 
Figs. 17-24. Precis hedonia ida CRAMER 33, 
(left row, underside). 
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